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EXPERIENCE

Co-Author, How to Fix South Africa’s Schools (published February 2014)
Co-wrote a book, with Jonathan Jansen, the Vice Chancellor of the University of the Free State in South Africa, based on and including the video series Schools That Work. The book outlines strategies on how to improve schools and school leadership, descriptions and highlights from successful schools, essays on how to use the videos effectively and workshop materials. 

Producer, Director and Editor - Schools That Work Video Series (2014)
Produced, directed, and edited this series of 19 videos profiling schools across South Africa that serve disadvantaged communities and are having academic success. Managed a team of several people including cameramen, editors, composers and researchers. Traveled to all nine provinces in the country, including very rural areas and deeply poor urban townships.

Producer, Director and Co-Editor - Memory Keepers  (2015)
This documentary uses the lens of a reunion of descendants of the Jewish community of Sighet, Romania to reveal rich stories of past lives. The film explores how different generations hold onto memory and continue to experience the tragedy of the Holocaust. 

Producer, Director, Writer, Outreach Coordinator - Where Do I Stand? (2010)

This award-winning 40-minute documentary examines the experiences and perspectives of seven young people around the xenophobic attacks that broke out in South Africa in 2008. The film uses the attacks as a window into the young people’s lives, as they think deeply about their actions during and after this violence and carve out their place in this complex and divided country. Co-produced the film with Shikaya, a Cape Town-based NGO. The film has been featured in several South African publications including Drum Magazine and The Times, on Canadian Broadcasting Company radio and national South African radio and we conducted an extensive outreach campaign in schools, universities and community organizations.

Producer, Director, Editor, Outreach Coordinator – 

Testing Hope: Grade 12 in the new South Africa (2007)

Award-winning 40-minute documentary about high school students in Nyanga township outside of Cape Town preparing for and taking their crucial matric exams which one student calls “ the decider.” Testing Hope won Best African Documentary at the International Film Festival, South Africa and was also featured at the Africa World Documentary Film Festival, the Washington, D.C. Independent Film Festival and the San Francisco Black Film Festival, amongst others. The film has been featured on National Public Radio and in several South African publications including The Sunday Times, Drum Magazine, The Saturday Star, and The Port Elizabeth Herald. The film continues to be used by universities and schools worldwide. 
Researcher/ Production Coordinator, York Zimmerman Inc, Washington, DC (2000-2002)
Primary researcher on the Peabody-award winning documentary, Bringing Down a Dictator, which aired on PBS in 2002. 

ADDITIONAL FILMOGRAPHY

Learning World, Euro News – Short news pieces for this international television show on global education including pieces on: the impact of uniforms on learning, inspiring school leaders, literacy, and, girls in engineering.

Play Africa (2015) – A series of videos examining Play Africa’s mission and efforts as they build the first children’s museum in South Africa to inspire and education children, strengthen families and transform communities. 

Community: What’s In A Word? (2014) - An exploration of how individuals and groups define community, what it means and what it looks like in our changing and growing world.

On Transformational Leadership: An Interview With Jonathan Jansen (2011) – A short film profiling Jonathan Jansen, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Free State and his efforts to bring about change at the University and his unique leadership style. 
Reitz Research Interviews - Racial Incidents at the University of the Free State (2011) – Partnered with the Institute for Race, Reconciliation and Social Justice for series based around a racial incident on campus, it’s impact and transformation. 
Shine Where You Are – A short film about Inanda Seminary, a 143-year old independent, girls' secondary school that has a history of educating black South African women.

South African Innovative Learning Intervention (SAILI)  - A promotional video for this non-profit that offers low-cost, high-impact scholarships for promising math and science students around Cape Town.

Lights in the Delta – A documentary about the impact of casino gambling on the black and white communities of Tunica County, Mississippi

PUBLICATIONS

How to Fix South Africa’s Schools, Co-Author

Publication - February 2014, Publisher - Book Storm 

The book examines South African schools that work, often in spite of adverse conditions – schools in poor communities, schools with overcrowded classrooms, schools in both rural and urban environments – and draws out the practical strategies that make them successful. In a series of 19 short films, the audience can visit these schools and understand their stories through the words of their principals, teachers and learners. Readers can also look at the 10 key strategies identified and try to understand how to implement them in other schools to effect transformation. 

Mail & Guardian newspaper series, March – August 2013 - http://mg.co.za/author/molly-blank

In Defiance of Schooling Stereotypes 
School Triumphs Against All Odds

At Kharkams They Learn By Heart

Excellence Thrives in Rural Isolation

A Capella Moments in Katlehong

The schools that defy the odds 

Teachers with hearts see pupils soar

Discipline and dedication prevail

Schooled in Kalahari’s hard knocks

Pupils must avoid the soft option

Tough lessons in leadership

The New History: Teacher’s Learn to Face South Africa’s Past, May 19, 2008
Edutopia Magazine Online at www.edutopia.com 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Lecturer, Pedagogy and Film, University of the Western Cape, South Africa (2008 & 2010)
Designed and taught this semester-long course, Pedagogy of Film. The course focused on how to use fiction and documentary films as effective teaching and learning tools in the classroom. Assisted teachers from a wide variety of backgrounds and schools in creating and implementing lesson plans, identifying new strategies for teaching, and integrating film into an academic setting.

Fifth Grade Teacher, District of Columbia Public Schools (Teach For America) (1998-2000)

Designed and implemented curriculum based on required academic standards. Co-chaired the Corps Member Advisory Committee for DC Teach For America, serving as a link between corps members and the local office. 

EDUCATION AND HONORS
· Speaker at the 2013 Tedx in Johannesburg. Speech Entitled: Why Some Schools Work.

· Recipient, 2005 Fulbright Scholarship to South Africa for journalism and documentary filmmaking

· University of California, Berkeley, Graduate School of Journalism, MA, May 2004 

· Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, Cum Laude, BA History, May 1998

High Honors and Clio Prize for Distinguished Scholarship in a Senior Honors Thesis for:

Birth of Consciousness: Activism at Spelman College, 1953-1965.

REFERENCES 

Miriam Zimmerman, Managing Producer, York Zimmerman Inc. 

+1-202 337-3291, mzimmerman@yorkzim.com 

Jonathan Jansen, Vice Chancellor, University of the Free State

+27-51-401-7000 jj@ufs.ac.za/rector@ufs.ac.za 

Dylan Wray, Executive Director, Shikaya, 

+27-83-391-3709, dylan@shikaya.org 

